Rebecca O'Neill
Rebecca has worked for the last 20 years in project management, business inception and training. She is a creative and driving force behind several companies.  She is a director of ECM Workbank managing a innovative concept of professionals working with children and families, a director of Brogdale CIC an organisation working with disabled young people to gain work opportunities and Pioneer Partnership an organisation providing business support and creative media.  She has worked nationally delivering training on Emotional Intelligence, this also involved mentoring an MP through some impasses with local councillors and she has written Abu Dhabi school curriculum on emotional intelligence.
Karen Nichols
Karen brings an ability to think creatively and can work through challenges with a fresh approach, maybe this comes from a portfolio of experiences both in the UK and from 9 years of living in the States. She has an understanding of cross cultural issues and has done training in this field.  She has devoted a great deal of time to supporting young people with many disadvantages, whether deprivation, from families where abuse is the norm, or where parents are unable to cope due to mental health problems or substance abuse. 

Sheelagh Smith
Sheelagh has a wealth of experience in project management, monitoring and evaluation.  She has worked with many departments at KCC Kent Adult Social Services, Children Family Education and voluntary organisations.  Sheelagh has worked closely with MENCAP locally and as national lead for Kent and with Voice4Kent, an independent User Led advocacy organisation as an advisor and 'critical friend.' She has a personal interest in furthering the cause of people with disabilities.  She is an Independent Broker and also a Transition Champion for Kent Learning Disability Partnership Board.  She is a project manager for Getting a Life, part of a national strategy to improve outcomes for young people with severe learning difficulties and complex needs when they transition to adulthood.  Sheelagh also has extensive experience of working with family carers.

Caroline Flynn
Caroline is an experienced Youth Worker with expertise in both residential and non-residential youth work.  She took a leading role in rolling out Youth Opportunities and Youth Capital Fund in Kent.  She has worked with the 16 plus Service developing links with local councils and voluntary organisations to enable young people leaving the care system to access contacts.  Carolines work seeks to enable inclusion and participation for young people.
Lisa Patmore
Lisa has extensive experience in liaising with multi agency groups, for instance she helped set-up Sure Start in Ashford.  She has worked as a community development worker for Kent Children’s Fund in Ashford and then developing peer …… in Kent Safe Schools, looking bullying in Secondary Schools with students.  She also does therapeutic play with children, individual counselling with teenagers on a one to one and group basis as well as adults and families. 

Jennifer Barrett
Jennifer was employed for 7 years with Community Service Volunteers finding placements for young volunteers and  gaining knowledge of the care sector and social services.  She has a degree in teacher training and taught for  2 years in different Further Education Colleges. She has set up a supported living scheme for adults with learning disabilities who wanted to leave residential care or their family and live in their own homes.  She has also worked for Kent Adult Social Services on a project which developed placements for student social workers.  
Sheila Davies
Shelia is a qualified Social Worker since 1984, gaining a BA (Hons) in Social Policy and Administration as well as a CQSW at Plymouth University.  She has since worked extensively with children and their families in a variety of settings for various Local Authorities and private organisations, including 24 years as a part-time youth worker for Kent, Devon and the Isle of Wight Youth Services. She has experience of child protection working, Youth Justice and emergency duty work. Shelia also has experience of residential Social Work and managed foreign exchange trips to Finland with Kent Youth Service funded by the British Council through Connects Youth on six occasions involving 16 young people.

Alan Bernstien
Alan has worked in Youth Services for 45 years, retired in August 2008 as Assistant Head of Kent Youth Service. Past President of the National Community and Youth Service Association, past Vice-Chairman of the Council for Education and Training in Youth Work.  Alan has a Diploma in Youth Works and Member of the Chartered Management Institute.  Alan now works as a consultant offering services to the Youth Sector Services.  His skills are in Quality Assurance, Business Planning, Policy Development, Child Protection andYouth Work Quality Standards.

Martin Carter
Martin joined Kent Police in 1987 after serving 11 years in the Royal Air Force. He was appointed a Youth Crime Reduction Officer (schools liaison) in 1996 working in the Maidstone area. He has an Advanced Certificate of Education and Certificate in Drugs Education and Prevention. He was appointed Force Youth Crime Reduction Officer and established the original link between the police and the Local Authority on safeguarding young people online.  Following retirement from Kent Police in February 2009 he now works as an education consultant and has recently been appointed as an e-safety consultant for the South East Grid for Learning (SEGfL).

Tamara Wilder
Tamara is trained to MA level from Central School of Speech and Drama and in addition to acting she is a specialist in devising and creating work. After leaving drama school she set up Wild Wing Arts to bring contemporary theatre experiences to new audiences and in particular using drama and live performance to increase confidence and learn new skills often coinciding with the PSHE curriculum. Projects include teenage pregnancy, relationships, e-safety, crime and antisocial behaviour, drug and alcohol use and have included site specific work, documentary, script writing and live shows for a number of schools. 

Patricia Beedle
Patricia is specialised in producing individual learning programmes and individual tuition firstly at The Remedial Advisory Centre Gravesend and then with the Integrated Support Service as a Special Needs Advisor ( pre SENCO s), implementing access to the national curriculum for children of all abilities in mainstream primary schools in Mid Kent.  In 1999 she launched Personal Attentive Tuition Service. Patricia has a post Graduate Certificate in Inclusive Education from South bank University, London. As well as continuing private home tuition at Key Stages 1, 2, 3, and 4  English and maths, I am now employed as a One to One tutor by Kent and Medway Education authorities .Currently  I am tutoring at  The Hundred of Hoo Secondary school and Invicta Girl's Grammar Maidstone.
Marie Miles
Marie is a qualified teacher working in both Kent and abroad over the past 22 years.  For the past six years she has extended her teaching portfolio by facilitating courses to help people wishing to return to the workplace or to deal with the every day challenges of life and general self improvement.  The work involves organising workshops and courses offering stress management, confidence building and assertive skills to support workers, carers, managers and staff.  Marie has worked with teenage parents, the homeless, the elderly and parents of children with challenging behaviour.

Joanne Weaver
Joanne is an artist and has organised many workshops and founded Staplehurst Arts Festival. She is passionate about promoting the benefits of creativity to all.  She encourages experimentation and personal discovery, and by making the process of creating the focus encourages lateral thinking, self-expression and an element of risk taking. This in turn helps to increase self-confidence. She ia a qualified as a nurse,  and has worked as a practice nurse and foster carer.  She recently has been working with youths teaching casualty makeup, which has had many applications, including accidents at home, domestic violence, knife crime and first aid.

Ghislaine Pelletier
Ghislaine is a qualified teacher who taught English as a Second Language, Drama, directed plays and workshops to students from nursery age to adult including children with physical and learning disabilities.  She has taught in both the UK and the US. She has devised and directed an Education through Theatre programme in the New Jersey school system including special schools. An ME, Myalgic Encephalomyelitis sufferer for a number of years and thus knowing how isolating the illness is, she co-founded and still runs an ME Research support group, The Forget ME Nots, in Ashford and holds a surgery for ME sufferers at The Tenterden Gateway.
Kevin Flynn

Kevin is an enthusiastic and dedicated Systemic and Family Therapist. His approach regards the family, as a whole, as the unit of treatment, and emphasises such factors as relationships and communication patterns rather than traits or symptoms in individual members. He believes that Family therapy tends to be short-term treatment, with a focus on resolving specific problems such as eating disorders, difficulties with school, or adjustments to bereavement or geographical relocation. Kevin also works with adults on a one to one basis. He also has extensive and diverse experience working with offenders and substance abusers. He undertaken group workshops as well as individual work with this client group

Karena Harmer

Karena worked as Head of Youth & Play at Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council for 7 years, this involved setting up a number of settings and advising both charities and the voluntary sector on the implementation of policies and procedures as well as the day to day running and marketing of all aspects of the settings. Since leaving TMBC she has remained as a consultant and writes a number of safeguarding / child protection polices and has just written and implementied the Youth Action Plan. Karena trained in Playwork Level 5 and Youth Work and has a teaching background, she recently completed a DMS and MA in management studies. Runs a number of multi agency programmes for at risk / vulnerable young people, guiding agencies in drawing all their skills together to provide an effective programme.
Barry Dorrity 

A teacher with over 30 years’ experience, Barry offers personalised training, advice and support across a range of education, social care and community settings. His specialist areas include Foundation Learning (working with providers to plan a meaningful and motivating curriculum for the least able and hardest to engage students); Functional Skills; Understanding Disability & Disability Awareness; Inclusion & developing an inclusive curriculum; Team Building, and can provide an Independent Listening Service. Barry now works as an independent education consultant. In his first 2 years in this capacity he worked almost exclusively on 14 - 19 National support programmes to prepare schools and authorities for the introduction of Foundation Learning, Diplomas & Functional Skills.  

Lorraine Sharp

Lorraine has extensive experience of working with Autistic children, both in the home environment, where she is the mother of two boys with autistic spectrum conditions, as well as in the educational arena. She delivers first hand experiences through training modules on disabilities, autism awareness and Asperger’s Syndrome, both personally as well as through multi-media presentations available on video through her own Sharp Media brand. Lorraine has also acted as a consultant to KCC on video productions concerning the disabled community.

Ian Andrews

Ian has over 30 years experience in media production and has written many educational articles for the photographic press as well as teaching artistic and technical skills for various public, private and charitable bodies. He has worked with both the BBC and the Natural History Museum. In recent years, having become disabled himself, he has applied his knowledge and abilities to further the causes of the disabled community.

Jeff Smith

Jeff has over 25 years experience in project management and over 10 years in programme management. He is PRINCE (PRojects In Controlled Environments) trained and is conversant with MSP (Managing Successful Programmes). He is a trained Lead Quality Auditor (ISO 9001 - TickIT), managed a major programme in Government to implement a Quality Management System and gain Quality Certification, and has managed Total Quality improvement projects and programmes. Jeff is also an accomplished trainer and has experience of working in partnership with an established training organisation to deliver leadership and team building programmes to major UK and European companies. Recently he has worked within Local Government, and closely with voluntary and private sector organisations to help improve the lives of people with learning disabilities. He is a trained Independent Broker. 

John Robinson

John has a passion for working with the vulnerable. He looks to use listening skills, honed over a 23 year Business Consultancy career, to understand and help those who struggle with the difficulties of everyday living.  Particular interests include the process and treatment of addiction, mental health issues and the emotional stability of children (John is a father of 3 twenty-something’s and has extensive single parent experience). John runs a Father’s Group for an ECM WorkBank client, at a local children’s centre, as well as working as a Chaplain at a local Hospice.
 John still runs Consultancy sessions for National Clients, to keep his listening skills at a premium!
John Andrews
John has been working successfully as an independent consultant for ten years and has undertaken many projects in Kent, London, NE England and the North West. As an ex. Senior Youth and Community Officer, he has 45 years of experience in both statutory and voluntary sectors, as well as in Play Services and Primary Education, where he has recently been Director of an Education Action Zone. John has expertise and qualifications in arts, sports and quality management.

Doug Baguley
As a Chartered Member of the Institution of Safety and Health (CMIOSH), Doug has many years experience of working, at a senior level, with Kent County Council, and, in recent years, as a part-time freelance Health & Safety Consultant and Nordic Walking Instructor.  His health and safety services include general advice, training, audits, risk assessment (including Fire risk assessments) and  policy development, etc. Current health and safety clients include charities, medical practices (NHS and private), schools, factories, retail outlets, rental accommodation, and a marina.
Alan Wilson

Alan is a visionary; his vision is to develop sustainable self-empowerment in children, young people, parents and professionals to create emotional resilience in families, an independent evaluation is available.  He founded Develop Your Child (DYC) to satisfy a passion to create an ethos of empowerment around young people by using coaching and related techniques.  Alan has written a wide variety of programmes, courses, e-courses and a self help book “Listen to your children... and they will listen to you” to help parents break through the communication barrier.  He has also produced a DVD “Kids Are Really Different These Days” showing how and why we need to review our parenting and education system.  Alan formed a not for profit to take these programmes into the community, Every Family Matters www.everyfamilymatters.org.uk
www.developyourchild.co.uk  Follow on http://twitter.com/YourFamilyCoach 
Linda Bailey
Linda has been an active member of the Tonbridge and Malling DPG for a number of years. She has conducted interviews for projects commissioned by KCC Campus Reprovision and on behalf of Carers Relief.  Linda sat on the ‘Valuing People Now’ cabinet and regularly helps at the Maidstone based Topaz group.  Linda is also involved with the local Community and works closely with the Community Warden as well as taking part in fund raising activities.  Linda is outgoing  and has a high degree of empathy and understanding about disability.

Tony Faulkner

Tony has worked on several ECMWorkbank projects interviewing adults who have used the Advocacy Service as well as interviewing clients who live in current Campus Reprovision Service Providers residences. He has also helped review service specifications for both Kent County Council and Social Services.  He has extensive experience looking at official documentation and giving directions to make the necessary changes so that it can be accessed by adults with Learning Difficulties.  Tony enjoys speaking up for others and is Deputy Chair of the Maidstone DPG.

Andrew Dunne

Andrew has had a long a varied career starting out with Austin Rover and then British Leyland before moving to the Ford Dealership Stormant.  Andrew enjoys his part-time work with Moat Housing and has worked with ECM Workbank on several projects, recording information and asking service users about their experiences.  Andrew is articulate and organised and enjoys problem solving.

Daniel Hewitt
Daniel has worked on numerous commissions for the Social Services Sector.  He has taken part in interviewing Care Managers, looked at the tender documents for the Partnership Board and does voluntary work at the Maidstone Gateway.  He has worked on developing personal passports for use in hospitals and helps at a number of clubs and organisations for adults with learning difficulties.  He enjoys representing LD adults and has been part of the DPG since 2004.  He is currently a Deputy Chair.
Mark Kevan
Mark has worked as a Revenue Assistant for HMRC and enjoys using computers and was responsible for processing cheque payments and keeping spreadsheets updated.  He is able to prioritise workloads has very good time management skills and has helped interview Care Managers for North West Kent.  He enjoyed recording information and conducting interviews for an audit project with the Advocacy Service as well as working as a volunteer on Mondays with Compaid where he teaches computer skills.

Helen Kevan

Helen is the Co-Chair of Tunbridge Wells DPG and has been a Tawney Owl within the Girl Guiding Organisation.  Helen is also a active member and co-chair of the local Speaking Up Group and acts as an administrator for the organisation, answering correspondance and emails.  Helen has worked with ECM Workbank on two commissions the first interviewing LD adults who had accessed the Advocacy Service and the second talking to service users in residentail accomodation to ensure they were content with the service provided.  Helen has also helped to interview for Care Managers and has an outgoing personality.  Helen has extensive experience with looking at services provided for the Disabled Community.  Helen has a full Uk driving license and her own vehicle.

